Ulcerative sarcoidosis successfully treated with apligraf.
The case of a 73-year-old female patient is reported with a 25-year-long history of widespread cutaneous sarcoidosis without any known extracutaneous manifestations. The skin manifestations started with erythematous and plaque-like lesions that had ulcerated on the legs for the last half-year. A relevant venous insufficiency or other etiology of the ulcers could not be found. Histology from lesions of the trunk and from the surroundings of the ulcers revealed the typical noncaseating granulomas. A systemic involvement could not be observed; leukopenia and a slightly elevated angiotensin-converting enzyme level in the serum were found. Topical steroids did not prove successful on the ulcers. Apligraf, a bilayered skin equivalent, was transplanted twice on the ulcers leading to complete closure within 3 months. A therapy with systemic steroids could thus be avoided.